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; 2 TIM. IL 1.3. 
If we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo reign with him. 


HERE never was any Nation ſo 
'-  barbarous or illiterate, but ftfll had 


I + 1 + notions of a God, anc 6, £1 
p-- *  worſhipand adoration thatonghir1 
! be paid unto him, as the Author and Conſery: 
of their Beings ; but ſuch is: the corruption of 
taman nature, ſuch the perverſnefs of our wills 
and affe&tions, that even the beſt of them haye 
been always unwilling to obey his imunctions, 
when they went beyond what the Law of Na- 
ture dictated unto. them: To: do as they would - 
be done unto; to love the man that did cthem-a 
kindneſs, theſe precepts might be conſented to; 
but to db good tor ey1l, to Hive thoſe that hated 
them,  and- to ſtiffer afflietians with patience; 
and: injuries, withour the: Teaſt” though of re- 
venge, theſe are rejected as ſoon-as propoſed : E- 
Z To offer in facrifice a Bull ora Goar, the firſt, "F 
3 Hngs of their Catrel, or firſt” fraits of their 5 


{ . Grounds, they arcwilling, whetrir is propofed 
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as-a-means to appeaſe the Divine wrath; but 
toTfucife their members, -and facrifice their” 


beloved luſts, theſe are more dear than all-o- 
ther worldly enjoyments; and to part with them 
they cannot. be wrought upon.. Thus, although 
the Goſpel for the excellency of its precepts, 
the nobleneſs and generoſity of its: re on and 
its admurable fitneſs for the accompliſhment of 
1t, was moſt agreable to.the pureſt and ſublimeſt 


Reaſon, conliſting chiefly in a regulation of the 
mind-and- fpirit, and: ſuch kind of practices as 


might promote. the good of humane ſocicties, 


and moſt effectually conduce to the.pertecting 


our natures, and :rendering them happy ; yet 
becauſe it was fraught with ſuch precepts as 
were deſtructive to their complacencies and car- 
nal ſecurities, and laid the greateſt reſtraints 
upon their . paſſions and inclinations, by no 
means. complying with the former, or anſwer- 
ing the expectations of the latter, it found no 
better entertainment at firſt inthe Gentile world, 


' than to be derided and ſcoffed at, and its =o 
ole 


teſlors perſecuted eyen unto death, by thoſe 
with whoſe intereſt it could no ways conliſt : for 
being immerſed in all manner of ſenſual plea- 
ſure, and wholly become ſlaves.to their paſſions 
and ther luſts, their judgments were corru _ 
an 
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and biaffed - by their! vicious inclinations, and 
 *ewas as bad as:death-to them to undergo the 
ſtrict forbearances Chriſtiamty would © oblige 
them to. This Religion, ſay they, would force 
us to part with all whatſoever renders our hyes 
pleaſant-in the world, our lufts to: be: ſatisfied 
by no means," injuries and affronts not only to - 
be forgiven, but all kind of offices tobe return- 
ed inſtead of revenge ; tribulation and perſecu- 
tion to: be endur'd without -the leaſt regret; or 
the greateſt detriment, even to the loſs of our 
lives, to be ſuffered with conſtancy and patience: 
This cannot be endured, Nature prompts every 
one to ſeek his own preſervation, -and maintain 
his being ; this -1s the ready- way to deſtroy it : 
_ That which animates and cnlivens our Souls; 

and makes them capable of perfornung actions 
ſuitable to the dignity of their natures; 1s: by 
the ſeverity of this Religion withheld ; tha 
which makes our lives happy and pleaſant muſt 
be' parted with ; Father -and: Mother, .Friends 
and Relations, and fair and ample poſſeſſions 
muſt be left and forſaken: This can be nothing 
but che politick devices of men, to whom Pro- 
vidence- has not beer” ſo:kind;'' who: endeavour 
to render our hives asuneaſieas theirown To , 
bear injuries patiently. derogates tos from that 
"YL prin- 


(s) 
principle of magnanimity. ingrafted wn, man, 
who: 1s not- yet-reduced 1o low, . or become ſo 
degenerate asnot to revenge: an mjury;-not to 
do harm to. him that plots and contrives his ru- | 
me; and we may as well deny ſuſtenance tothe 
body when its hungry, or take no-natice of an 
object preſented to the ſight, as deny to grati- 
fie our 1nchnations, or ſatisfie our domuncering 
laſts; Nature is equally concerned in both: But 
oh the-fottiſhneſs of carnal | reaſoning! How 
muſcrably art thou miſtaken vain man, making 
thy: ſelf no more than-cqual to the Beaſts that 
perth 2: towhat purpoſe then haſt thou receiv'd 
thoſe noble facultics of thy ſoul, thy under- 
ſtanding and: thy will, but with the one, that 
thou mighteſt apprehend aright what is beſt for 
thee, and chuſe that which is ſowith the other : 
So that 1f thou have the greateſt averſation to 
whatis commanded thee by thy ſenſual faculties, ? 
yet here the intellectual are to be called into | 
thy aid, which preſently will paſs their ſentence, * 
If what thou ſuffereſt be for thy good, it is to 
be embraced. The certainty of which aſſertion 
we have evidently fet forth unto us in ſandy 
places of Scripture,  as-well- as in; this of Saint 
Pul to Timothy, where he ſtirs him up to cau- 
tion, care and diligence, and fidelity, in the dif- 


charge 
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charge of his office, on occaffon of the cr: 
: Herein of the Gniſticks Rollen in among therr 
which had mich debauched' the people of Afee 4, 


-life, yerhe 
was moſt certain, a faithful ſaying, That if: w 


we fiſſer; "we thalllikewiſe cog with hires In 


(5) 


by mdolging them in all manner of licentious 
practices : He adviſes him not to ſuffer himſelf, 
or his flock to be inticed or to fall'm love with 
their profane Difcourlſes and pernicious Do- 
tines, but to repel them and'all their ſollicita- 
tions with the greateſt induſtry, and be ready 
to undergo the ſevereſt afflitions, rather than 


- SG part with anyprecept of that Goſpel deliver- 


<d unto him, or to recede fromthe lealt tick 
of his Faith : And this Saint Paul does, by put- 
ting hm in remembrance how he Airſet had 
faſſred at Antioch, Tconium-, and Lyſtra; and 
how che Lord had delivered him out of all, Ohap. 
. 11. Howeyer if it were God's Will thac | 
bras on _ encennes ___ bur that 
they ſh reval ſo far, eyen tothe taking His 
Fad o this'comfort and AE: 


are dead with him, weThall Jive with-him;/ if 
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neceſſity of ſuffering; and that becauſe Chriſti- 
anity is a ſuffering Religion. -2dly. The Rea- 
- onableneſs of ſuffering, and. vg 1. Becauſe 
Chriſt commands 1t. ' 2. Becauſe he ſuffered for 
us. | 3. That it is our greateſt intereſt to ſuffer. 
4. T ſhall conſider the Reward we purchaſe. 

” Firſt then, To be a true Chriſtian doth im- * 

2 _neceſlity of. ſuffering ; and that becauſe | 
of an is a ſuffering Religion. | ; 
Chriſtianity bears ſuch a contrariety unto the 


inclinations of our natures, and the inticements 


of our fleſh, the allurements of the world, and _ | 
the ſuggeſtions of the Devil ; that they who do | 
{incerely embrace its precepts, muſt neceſſarily * 
ſuffer much by theſe Three potent -cnemics, a- _ | 
gainſt which we in our Baptiſm are Agnes with 7 
te Croſs, as a Flag of defiance. 
Firſt, We ſaffert by the inclinations of our -Na- 
Tres, and the inticementsof our Fleſh. 
:If-we-look upon;man as hejs by Nature, and 
as he 15 a Chriſtian, ' we ſhall find a great altera- 
tion ;, by Nature he purſues every "hee that 
- invites, dnd-makes uſe of; aty inſtruments that 
_eryes his:deſigns;- he, refolyes-to compaſs wh 
_he'defires, and he will gratific his paſſions at any 
rate; he conſiders only his. preſent. en JOYTNETE, 


vichour {lic difrnal conſequences that attend lus 


ations : . 


| ( 9-)) 
1 actions:if tus Endeavgurs. are: Diſappointed he: 
! chinks lumſclf nuſerable, bur if chey ſucceed, in 
| amoſtproſperous.condition.. The caſc 1s.quite; 
otherwiſe as. a Chriſtian, he 1s {o far altered from 
7 what he was before, that he ſeems; to have 
! changed lus very being; tor whereas before his 
| deſires wereas largeashus Nature, andhenught. 
lerfly at whatſocycr Is humour or his fancy 
did ſuggeſt unto lum, . his aftions before free 
and directed towhat his luſts prompted hinynow:; 
he!is-to ſtcer by. a regular Compaſs, . tobe car-, 
cumſcribed within the ſtreight limits of Righe. 
and Wrong, heisto ſcanover eyery object, and. 
noxin the Icaſt t deyiate from his Rule, or lex aj 
circumſtance bc! wamung, .or out of its place ; 
fo far from giving . way. to his Paſſions, that he. 
muſt ſtifle them in ther birth; ſo far from pam- 
pering his luſts, that he 1s ſtrictly cnjoyned to; 
crucific them, fothat the, man mult neceſſarily: 
endure great conflicts within himſclt: his carnal. 
Inclinations\@urect hum, this, way.,., and; his Reli 
109, commands him to ſtcer-a quite. contrafy, 
courſc z -hatehconcinclnes,hmco perſacand 
love ;. the other bids him fly. and hates whar. che, 


one would: have him/cheryh , che;other; obliges 
him-to,mortufic; | For, he that. is.Chrifts hath gru- 
abed,cthe: fleſh; with, the ; Aﬀcchions. and Luſts 
ENSIISE B ; 


thereof; 


thereof; a ſevere Diſciplinethis! m which a man 
muſt act his ficrceſt Anger on his deareſt Fj ds; | 
thus man fytfers by bving in cnnuey with him- 

his Defires and crucifying his 
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reſſes? how will he fret , and rage, and hazard. 


any thing; eſtate and life are both devoted. to: 


her, and he will. part with the one, and lay 
down the other , rather than he -will quit his 
leaſures, or reſt himſelf from the amorous em- 
na of his Beloved * So that conſidering how 
prone our inclintions are to vice, and how hard it 
1s for us to overcome them,we mult of neceſſity 
ſuffer much before we can bring -them under, 
and make them. yield obedience to our. Reaſon 
and the Goſpel precepts, that we may be true 
Chriſtians. | 
© The next enemy we have to ingage with,and 
ſuffer by, is the world; Saint oh» commands 
us in his Epiſtle, z0t to ſet our affeions 6n things 
of the world, for the love of the world is enmit 
with God, who ought. to be the greateſt object 
of our love; ſo that we cannot be faid- to;loye 
God, if the love of the world dwell within-us 
By the world is meant the wicked,” the wicked 
world, the greateſt part of mankind, who atc 
fo far from obeying. the Goſpel. matims; and 
thoſe precepts Cllanin obliges them too; 


that they may vic with the-very heathen in their 


evil cuſtomes. How do they admire and: dote 


upon the oftentatious: bravery of their pornps 
and. vanities, outdoing thoſe that they uſed-1n 
Bon: ther, 
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their , Triuumphs and their Games ? - How do 
they indulge themſelves in Luxury , Riot, and 
immoderatedrinktngs, exceding their Bacchanafts 
and Saturnals? nay how much more do they 
adorn it's honors and riches, Idolizing them as 
the fole Divinities > how do they conſecrate their 
whole care in their acqueſt, and make them the 


_ deſign of all their projets, and center of all 
their ations? how common 15 1t to ſee the Am- 


bitious man fweat with the pains he takes to ar- 
rive to ſome eminency, where he may fecurely 
tread upon thoſe, who before were his equals? 
how docs he imploy his whole ſtrength,and cre- 
dit of all his friends to be aboye them? how 
common 1s 1t to ſee the covetous worldling 
ſpending the greateſt of his Iife m oppreſſing and 
grinding the face of the poor, and then ſet braid- 
ing upon his bags, thanking his Age that hath 
made him deaf to the louder cries of the Orphan 


& Widows? how do another ſort of men in alge 


themſelves in all manner of ſenfuahty, drowning 
their Reaſon, and fuffocating their bodies with 
the noiſom vapours of putrefaction and rotten- 
neſs, and then declame againſt the ſevere life and 
deyourer actions of the true Chriſtian? 
In the nudft of theſe Sons of the Earth is the 
deyour Chriſtian placed, who muſt cxfpe&t to 
03] Ne ſuffer 


: (13. 
! fuffer from them all; for his Innocency upbraids 
7 their vicious Lives, and the Maxims he obſeryes - 
7 contradicts'their beloved Principles; and there- 
7 fore he is derided for his Rehig1ous- behaviour 
7 towards his God, and ſcofftcd at for his great zeal - 
' mn theobſervance of his Precepts. For hs hunulity 
! and meeknefs, duties fo often recommended to 
us by our Saviour, and a bleſfedneſs pronoun- 
ced unto them, yet by the Ambitious man he 1s 
' accounted as one of a ſeryile Diſpoſition, a 
| Tenper fit only for the Abject ; one of no Spiric 
or deſign in the World ; by no means'qualihed 
for the Deyices of the Politick, or fic to manage 
_the weighty affairs, and ſubtle Intrigues of 
State. - For his Liberality and Charity-to the 
| Poor, Precepts fo ſtrictly emjoyned, and with- 
out which we are no better than ſounding 
braſs, or tinckling cumbals; - Yet he 1s ac- 
cuſed of the covyetous' worldling, of the 
greateſt Simphcity and Folly-, throwing 
away the greateſt part of his Eſtate upon thoſe; 
he can expe&t no requital from ; one that i ſhort 
fighted , and looks not beyond the affairs of a 
day, has no care for futurity ; when' hunger, or 
thirſt, cold: or nakedneſs- may oppreſs him, 
then he has nothing to ſupply the one; or cloth 
the other; whileſt he may-ling a requiem to - 
_ ſoul, 


X 
. 
. EO I 9-- I aens ys LE OE” | EJs» F: . . 
IP Ren ls ap Pe nie Bb 2a” 4c M kt ek M6: 236-387, NPENTIENY . 
Os PETS : f POE. 17 OSS Tf, Po 5 BY, AR Ws 20s 
\ hq 5 nn. rs BI” 7 *: 
4 ' 


* 
x , 
Faw 
> Mi 
It 
'$; 
1 b 
Fe 
d | 4 
T {/ 
y : 
y $6 p. 
* +; 
: 4 
o =” 1 
& 1 : 
E] | 
bf G 
; * 
F) 
g | 
LY j* 
ft : 
bs | 
» ;F 
5 is 
- 
2 
F 
{| : 
2 j 
| 
C. 3 
 SiF 
N ' 
fy i! ' 
L {f : 
if | 
Ii: | 
"3+ 7 
ws it; | 
is 3 
4 
£S \ 
1 40 
- Wi: 
- Bi 
ti 
. 5 85 
3 63+. 
. 1 
4; y 
Its ? 
: 
o 
: 4: 
by £1 
i} 4 
q | 
- i 
» $4j* 
: s 
bi 
47 
” : 
p : 
i 
3 
| | 
y : 


IH: TIE” WE ASA Ss edt, ants EEE SARA or 


I ogy De Ie err ene 
_ progeny 


CW 1 AIRS 
_— Rs OS 


m 
CCC; 


_ 
——_ 9 WEIS, 
+ <a er eons 


ts, en ROT: net ere Ira, 
—_— TT OE Crt IRS 5 
J p# _ Gs . - « - 
. 


DR 
nt ee rn Ot -——d—_— = _ DO OE EI P AEIInt — _ 4 OR RI - 


ſuch.that prefer the bewitching pleaſunes'of firs 
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ſoul, having ſecured himſelf, by laying. up in 


> 
= 


ſtore for many years. For his. Temperance-and, 3 
Sobr IETY:, he 1s by the ſenſual man. reckned, 2 8 
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mere puny, not fit for ſociety; or to =P. com- | 


pany with the moſt refined ſort of men, the wits | 
of the age And for his Chaſtity, that is um- Þ 
puted to his Weakneſs, and Impotence. Burhus # 
ſufferings were very light, it his enemics per- | 
cciy'd no farther; but they often times take * 


away his Liberty and his Life too; for. though 


one would think his innocence might here pro- 
tcet him, yet thoſe who are inployed: in a 
work by the Devil, have ſeveral ways to bring 


1t about, and boggle not at any thing to effect 


their Deſigns: if their firſt Projects: do- noe 


work effectually, they will theraſelyes commur 
the greateſt wickedneſs (as Nero did in firing 


the City) rather than nuſs their auns, and al- 


ledge the poor Chriſtian to be the Author, 


makeing ſure of his deſtruftion., and: avoid 


their own. 


Thus is the ſincere Chriſtian look'd uponas fit 
for nothing but to be impoſed on,a moſt abject, 
lally, pitiful Mortal; and the Precepts: he obeys 


alcogether ineffectual to. render his life com- 


fortable here, or happy hereafter; but it's by 


for 
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2 | fora ſcaſon, that wholly give chemſelves to 
| | their ſenſual Appetites, and that never were ac- 
| Þ quairited with that Comfort and Satisfattion, 
has arifes from a ſerene and quiet Confcience in 
! the performance / of Chrifts Precepts. The 
; # Devout Chriſtzan knows that the way to be 
] cxalted in Chrifts Kingdom, 1s to be humble 
| Z and meck; and wonders at the afpirings of the 
7 Ambitious, and that great 'Toil and Labour 
7 he takes to arrive to the rop of. that Pmacle, 
: * where his ſtanding is uncafic and; hs fall dead- 
7 ly; he deſpifes the glittering of that gold, the 
Z covctous mans eyes are dazled Vids and he 
7 himſdf inchanced by; he is © far (from Idolt- 
7 zingit;thar he counts/1t no better thanthe Farch 
» he reads on, and can part with it with much 
more cagernels than he received it; by. this 
means - laying up for himfelf Treaftircs ir Hea- 
ven, -and'does not-in the eaſt diftrert God (if 
he have wherewithal }- to feed when he is hun- 
gry; that 'feedeth the Ravens;.and' Cloth him 
too, thatcloaths the Flies of the fields. He is 
content r&g0o lone #1 patis'of Piery and Ver- 
cc, flying the Company 'and”Follity of the 
World ; which may} make him HMazard his in- 
ncetie; {3 inotcomeact their* vices ; he! will 
not converſe with the Tnipious ind Profane, and 


therefore 
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therefore they ſhoot. ,qur ,their arrows aga 
him , even bitter. 'words;:.. But ' makes .;hws, | 
Vertuc ;his companion, ang. 'ſceks. hr} greats, | 
ct Eclicity | in his Solitude and the 'Tran- | 
quillity. of Hus;Soul ; if, his thirſt be quench- ? 
ed, and his, hunger , farisfied;)i.he ) matters © 
nat their floads of liquors, or.cheir coſtly, Delis © 
cacies: .In a word, .if he have bur tood and rai. | 
ment, things convenient and necefſary.for hum, | 
he'is therewith content ; But zf they; proceed.” | 
by their Helliſh Policy,,, to.take away, this his 
Liberty and his Life too; .then he reſolycs pa- | 
cicntly to ſuffer for his God, who, he, never - 
ſccn; which .is the; Crown, of. his| Faith, the | 
Confidence. of his Hope,. and. his greateſt Gha- |} 
rity. | 1 3 
b$: | 


y 
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hath conſigned to happineſs. Thus no ſooner 
had Man his being, but he Plots and Con- 
trives his ruinez and having ſuch lucky ſucceſs 
in his firſt . enterpriſe, doubts not of a ſecond: 
overthrow : but he perceives that the Chriſtian 
1s grown wary, and his bait that worked fo 
cffectual heretofaxe, will not ſo caſily decoy 
lim into Deſtruction: 'tis not now to per- 
{wade them, that they ſhall be as God that will 
effe& his deſigns; and therefore he conſiders 
the Temperature of our Bodies, and Diſpoſt- 
tion of our Minds;and where he finds what fin 
we are moſt Prone to, and where mot incli- 
nable to let it in; there he ſets up his Standard, 
and Affaults us in this Poſture: he ſtands uſing 
his cunning Devices to undermine us, and ſus 
Strategems to overcome us; ſometimes he ſub- 
tily diſſembles, making ſhew of ſome Good 
that may accrew unto us, to-expel out of our 


! , annocent nunds all jealouſie and ſuſpicion of 


Ey1l; .he gilds over his baits, to make them 
ſcem pleaſant to the eye ; bur if they be ſearch- 
cd into., we find them ( like the Apples of So- 
dom) nothing but ſtench and rottenneſs within ; 
if his ſpecious pretences are reje&ted, how 
cunningly ſoever - varniſhed oyer with - the 
colour of Virtue, ſo that his deſigns are _— 
G | an 
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and his endeavours to' work upon us-rendred -! 
ineffectual ; 'thenche will - counterfeit: fight- to ! 
make us draw off our Garrifons; -and when we : 
are cager m the perſuit, as Hannibal did tothe | 


'S, 


Romans, he returns, ſets upon us,. and gives us | 


a general "Defeat; '-- But he that 1s a good Sol- 
Ger of Teſas Chriſt; always:keeps a ſtrong-guard 
abgut ' hin; does not leave the lealt gap, 
through - which the enemy tay enters---but 
plants his trongeſt Garriſon there, where he 1s | 
moſt: likely to be affauleed; and then thongh | 
he ſuffer *the- greateſt hardſhips, 'undergo'the | 
greateſt damage, and be beſet with: the greateſt 
dinget,- eyeh the: loſing of his life; yer he 
girds up his loins, ' and ſummons up. all his fa- 
culties, and -nothing 15 able to: daunt his Cou- 
rage, or diſhearten his Induſtry mn withſtand- 
ing all the aſlaults- of his Enemy ; he refolyes 
to lay down his life rather than yield unto 


him; and thinks not this Precept of Chriſt too 


ſevere and rigid, grievous or unreaſonable; 
boldly: ts follow the Captain of his-'Salyation. 


Which-brings me-to the Second-thing I-defign 


to ſpeak: -ro,' The reaſonableneſs of Suffering ; 
and: that , Firſt, becauſe Chriſt commands it. 
Secondly, Becauſe he ſuffered-for'us. 1 2 
Chrilt's Precepts are ſo full fraught with Pu- 
| 5” rity 
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rity and Holineſs,” Juſtice .and Goodaels, | that. 
they may juſtly challenge their, pedigree, fronx 
| Heaven, and tq have deriy/d their, beings, from. 
| the Father of goodneſs; ſo. that he.does require 
' nothing, but what is moſt reaſonable. He that 
acts. according. to, the eternal;reaſons of. an. 
Ommſcicat Power, of which ours 1n.16s. priny- 
tive Perfection.and Purity was but a Glance and 
Reflection; He:thar appeals to the, facultics of 
men touching. the cquity.,of hs.Piſpenſations; 
as God did to, his. People ; Are. notapy mays. equal?. 
are not your ways unequal. ? . Can no more diſcard, 
Reaſon, thanche can hus: Being; -and -that not: 
becauſe he:1s not Onampotent, burt., becauſe it 
would argue.in .him an Imperfe&tion;. but be. 
cauſe whateyer runs counter to our inclination, 
15. apt to be irreconcilable to our. reaſon; and: 
that was the Reaſon that Chriſtianity in 1ts 
infancy met with ſuch cold entertainment in the 
world,becauſe men ſo value themſelves of their: 
reaſon, that they will adnait nothing but whac 
hath ftogd: the tryal, of that. critetion; ; and; 
thereupgn ſome have prefuracd. to, dictate to: 
Heaven , and -.preſcribe to' the; Almighty : 
Becauſe, I fay , that ſome have. arrived! to thar 
on lors cara ied rw 
Divimty;,its no wonder xt others;when their ol | 
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and blood is concerned, endeayour to argue 
him out of his Humanity, I mean, the reaſon- ' 
ableneſs of his Precepts; they look no farther © 
than therr outſide, and becauſe they ſeem terri- | 
ble to their fleſh, they preſently conclude them! 
againſt their reaſon, and run hke Children from 
their friends, when they have put vizards on: 
But-if they would take the pains to confider the 
deſign of them, and the reward they purchaſe, 
they would find them to be for their greateſt 
good, and exactly confonant to the dictates 
of right reaſon. For what can be more reaſon- 
able, than that hardſhips and ſufferings ſhould 
accompany thoſe Precepts, to which God has 
annexed fo great a reward? and that the way 
ſhould be ſteep, rugged and difficult, that leads 
rocternal glory? Nature hath prepared Crowns 
for the Valant, and Trumphs for the Con- 
queror; but he ſhall wade for them through * 
blood; he ſhall firſt undergo-the Severity of | 
Military Diſcipline, the hardſhips of the Field, | 
and the - danger of a Battle. - God hath alſo 
provided a Canaan for his Children, and a Land 
flowing with Milx and Honey for his Inheri- 
tance; but they ſhall firſt run through an 
Egyptian bondage; they ſhall travel for it 
throughthe Red-Sea; they ſhall endure the hard-: 

ſhips 
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| ſhips of the Wilderneſs,8 the 7zedinm of a War * 
! And he that ſhall murmur or repine at the one, 
_ ® ſhall certainly be defeated of the other. For fo 
! it happenedofall the Children of Iſrae/that were 

1 ST in Sina, not one beſide Caleb and: 
| Foſbua were permitted to enter into the Pro- 
! mifed Land, becauſe they provoked God: to 
7 Anger in the Wilderneſs, and murmur'd athim 
| inthe Deſart. Chriſt has Iikewiſe purchaſed for 


usa better Cqnaan,cven eternal manſions 1n Hea- 


yen; but men muſt not expect to go thither 
on-a Feather-bed, leſt it ſhould prove but the 


| deluſion of a Dream, and they awake into a 


worſer Eternity ; He that was made perfect 
through ſufferings, hath told us, Maz. 7. 14. 
that, that way 1s narrow, and thar there is not 
room for a Drunkard to _ in, or the 
Latitudinarian to expataate either his Principles 
or his Practice; he muſt crucifie his Aﬀections 
and Luſts, that willſhare with tim in his King- 
dom; he muſt endure Perſecutions and Suffer- 
ings,yea, and Death it ſelf for his fake, who hath 
redeemed him -from a worfe: In a word, he 
muſt take up his Croſs that will be his Diſciple 
and he that will wear a Crown of Glory, mult, 
at leaſt,be ready to wear a Crown of Thorns. 
This being then eyident, that becaufe cn 
: aih 


& _ )» £ 
bach commanded. us to ſuffer ; 'therefore. it '15, | 


reaſonable; I ſhall farther make it-appear tobe ; 


highly the. reaſonableneſs of 1t.;. and that,.. ;:...1 Þ 


Becauſe Chriſt commands 1t;* | = 

Chrift commands his Diſciples nothing,but he. | 

infoxces 1t with.an Argument from hunſelt; he ? 

muſt firſt ſuffer for. us, and through theſe 2 

ſifferings enter into Glory ; ' then. he enjoyns. | 
them as the means for usto arriyc unto it; for 
thus he told his. Apoſtles before they, were ſent. 
forth to the conycrſion of the, world ; Zou are 
my ſheep, and I am the good Shepherd, yet I muſt 
fend you amons Wolves, and expoſe you unto. the 
unmerciful fury and rage of cruel T.yrants,” who will 
not only flight and contemn your Dottrin and Per. 
ſons, but force you to undergo the. ſharpeſt pains 
and exquiſite tortures ; and for your farther encou- 
ragement , deprive you of your Honour and your 
Lives for my ſake, after they have dealt fo by me. 
The ſadneſs of the news might ſomewhat ſur- 
priſe them, when but a little before they were 
queſtioning among themſclyes,which ſhould be 
greatelt in his Kingdom; but;it did not at all 
abate their courage! or diſheartenthem from 
Gxccuting their ofhce. Men...certainly much 
frengtianed from above! moſt. of them poor and 
_ of low defcent, bur Fiſhermen, who coulg boy 

Ot 
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boaſt of-chat' ſprightly. blood , great Heroes 
pretend to have- running in their yeins; but 
throtigh Gods aſhiſtance,  thete was nothing able 
to daunt the courage of a Chriſtian, but they 
reſolved to' behave themſelves as ſtout and un- 


diſturbed in their ſufferings for Chriſt, as they 


were -willing to dye for him their Lord and 
Maſter; . who' not long after was treated by 
his enemies, as he had foretold ; for his Con- 
verſation was. :ſhghted ' and contemned, his 
Doctrine derided and f{coffed at; and his Mi. 
tacles were faid to be done by the help of Ma- 
21ck, andthe aſſiſtance of the Prince of Deylls: 
his perſon was vilified, and ſoon after put to 
the moſt :Barbarous, Cruel, and Shamefut 
Death; that of the-Croſs: And to behold the 
Son of God, Ommpotence it ſelf, thus hang- 
ing on the:Crofs, cruelly murdered; by the 
moſt wicked, evil and malicious men; to be- 
hold him, who could have Legions of Angels 
to his-reſcue, : or have deſtroyed his enemies 
with the:leaſt blaſt of is-mouth, willingly ſub- 
mitting! himſelf to:rhe will and power of his 
cruel Murderers, and allthis for our ſakes, to 
make a full Atronement and Satisfaction to his 
Father for.our: ſins, cand free us from the wrath 
to-come3? Certainly: we : cannot -grudge or re- 
2212391 pine, 


pine when we ſuffer for him, or tax his Pre- 


as did his holy Apoſtles, who:gounted it all joy, | 


| ſoon as they had received their Commiſſion; * 


treated for Chriſt, at its firſt entrance into 


nn ER . - 


(24) 


cepts of the leaſt unreaſonableneſs; but _o_—_ | 


when they were to enter into Tribulation; for | 
they betook themſelves to their Oficium, as 1 


and Preached Chriſts Doctrine with the. pureſt Þ 
Zeal, andin the true Evidence and Demonſtra- | 
tion of the Holy Spirit; and for their pains and 
travel, they were traduced for the vileſt offen- 
ders, and made as the filth of this world; | 
they were hated and perſued as enenues and 
diſturbers of the Peace: In a word, they were 
vilified and contemned, expoſed to Pain and 
Tortures, and then to Death it ſelf; all which 
they ſuffered with perfet Conſtancy and Pati- 
ence, being aſſured that it was for hs ſake, 
who had endured much more for them. 

Thus was our Religion and her Votaries 


the world; no ſooner had the glimmerings 
of the -Goſpel been diſplayed, but preſently 
clouds and yapours riſe up, which ftrive to 
extinguiſh its Light, or, atleaſt, ſo to interpoſe, 


thar they might hinder its-progreſs from come- 


ing to thoſe that lived m Darkneſs and in 
the ſhadow of Death: bur as they were alto- 
| gcther 


tas). 
gether. nnable to. pur out: its Light, fo nexcthe; 
could they ftop it 1n its progreſs: For the All- 
wiſe Providence was pleaſed to defign,that Chri- 
ſtianity ſhould be propagated by Sufferings, and 


{ grow ſtrong by thoſe very means which were 


uſed to weaken and extirpate it ; for it was not 
to be done with. Arms, or FaCtion, or the Fa- 
vour of great Men; not by the cunning So- - 
phiſtry of Philoſophers, or the perſwaſiye Rhe- 
torick of Orators; .only by a naked propoſal of 
plain evident Truth, with a firm reſolution of 
ering and dying for. it; by which it hath 
ſubdued all kind of Perſecution, and ſurmount- 
&d whatever diſcouragement or reſiſtance could 
be layd in its way; Sanguis enim Martyrum erat 
ſemen Ecclefie : which ſuddenly grew up and 
ſpread its branches through every City of the 
World and Province.For their greateſt Enemnnes, 
when they beheld ſuch an undaunted courage 
in aſſerting, ſuch conſtancy in profeſſing that 
Religion which would infallibly work their de- 
ſtruction ; were inclined to. belicye the hand of 
God to haye upheld, and -ſtrengthned them; and 
that it. could procecd from no.. other. bue him, 
they preſently commenced. Chriſtians, ,and: be- 
lieved that to ſuffer for Chriſt, was their-greateſt 
Intercſt, and to dye for. him their greateſt Gain. 
| D Which 
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Which brings me tothe next particular un ordet 
to be ſpoken to : 
That to ſuffer for Chriſt is our greateſt Intereſt. 
It has always been found a very hard matter 
to- perſwade the Senſual man to believe, that 
Sufferings can either procure his Pleaſure or his 
Profit ; for Tooking no farther than his ſenſual 
Pleaſure, and his preſent Enjoyment, -he lays 
out his whole care in the Preſervation of him- 
{elf, in the Satisfaction of his deſires, mn defen- 
ding his body from harm, and ſecuring himſelf 
from any thing that may annoy or hurt him: 
This Principle 1s preſſed fo home unto him by 
the Dictates of his Nature, that he takes 1t for 
granted , he is to deny all commands , negle& 
all injun&tions to the contrary ; for he 1s ſare, if 
he fails in this, all his pleaſures ſuddenly vaniſh, 
and his greateſt enjoyments come to an end; 
and poor man he muſerably periſhes, and for 
want of due care of himſelf, procures-Ins own 
deſtruction. But, alas! if he would but con- 
ſider and ſearch into-himſelf, 1twould preſently 
appear unto him, that by how much the more 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction a man takes from: the 
_ delight of his Mind, than he does from that of 
tis Body; by ſo much'he 1s the happier, - as to 
hus preſent eſtate; for beſides the excerciling of 
tus Vertucs, Hunulity , Patience, and _ 
wich 
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which otherwiſe would lye hid, ' he enjoys the 
ſccurity of his Mind, a quiet and. peaccable | 
Conſcience void of offence, that fears. no evil, 
becauſe it has done none: And that there is ſuch 
a real Joy concealed under apparent Miſeries, 
is cyident from the Sufferer himſclt ; .that holy 
Pride he diſcovers in-all his a&tions,. thoſe plea- 
ſing looks that continually. poſſeſs his Counte- 
nance, are certain eyidence of the tranquility 
of his Mind. Tempeſts do.not diſturb ts re- 
- poſe, and he neyer ſeems more unſhaken, than 
when heis toſſed about; he is fo ſtable and per- 
manent in all his diſaſters, that if the world 
ſhould fall in pieces, he would not be concern- 
ed. Then let the Worldling lay aſide lis. Ho- 
nours and his Riches, his Pride and Luxury, 
which are ſo far from procuring real Pleaſure, 
that there 1s nothing arifes from them, but trou- 
ble and diffatisfaction. © ' The Greateſt the Am- 
bitious man aims at, 1s no longer pleaſentun- 
to him, than when he. is in the perſwt; for 
when he poſſeſſes it, he 1s. puthed/on by. the in- 
quietude of his deſires, and thurſts..after freſh. * 
honours: Riches: never ſatisfie, for -when they. 
are locked up in the Cheſt, the detire is ſtill at- 


rer maore.Pride and-Lyxury have fo hte content; 
in them, that one: aThiſcaſc of che Mind, the, 
Mo >. other 


other breeds diſcaſes to afflict the Body;nothing 
can -be ſaid to be permanent, or to have con- 
tentment in it, burthe joy of a wiſe man, who 
reſts ſecure: when the greateſt violence 1s exer- 
ciſed on his perſon; whoſe Mind ſtands firm as 
a Rock, when his body is ſhaken aſunder; and 
the- aflicting body does not ſo much lofe hs 
courage, as it ſtrengthens and confirms it; he 
reſembles thoſe Stars that are cleareſt in the 
moſt -Tempeſtuous Weather, and haye the 
greateſt luſtre when they ſhine through Miſts 
and Foggy Exhalations. This being premifed, 

E ſhall proceed to make it appear, to be his 
peace intereſt to ſuffer for Chriſt , even the 
toſs of his Life; becauſe it: procures his cternal 
happineſs in the world to come: But here we 
have him objecting, that God-Almighty can- 
not loye the man who he makes the object of 
his wrath; or conſign him to happinefs whom 
he ſo miſerably Puniſhes and Aficts: that he 
can never be fit company for Saints and Angels 
in Heaven, who was contemned and hated, 
afflicted and tormented even unto Death here 
on carth. But the Example of our Saviour is a 
ſufficient anſwer to this, who was a man of 
ſorrows, rejected and deſpifed, Wounded for 
our Tranſgreflions, bruiſed for our iniquities, 
EDI We 
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We are afſured that God is Holy, Wiſe, and. 
Good, and that he can do nothing nus>ecom- 
ing or unworthy of thoſe Attributes; and there-- 
fore we ought to. reſt ſatished, that 1t 1s his 
Will that we ſhall be thus qualified for Heaven, 
that he brings us unto him by the very fame 
means and method he did his Beloved Son; for- 
he chaſtiſes every one whom he receiveth, that 
theſe light afflictions may work. for him a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 2 Cor.4. 17. 
But Chriſt, he'reply's, died for us to preſerve 
our lives, and he will not have us to dye, or 
deſtroy us, after he has given us our lives; but. 
he dyed not to preſerve our temporal lives, but: 
to procure for us eternal lite in Heaven; to. 
obtain which, we muſt ſuffer even the loſs of 
- preſent life for him ; for he that endeavours to ſave 
his life, ſhall loſe it ; and he that loſes it for Chriſt's 
| fake ſhall ſave it, Mark 8. 35. Life muſt be de- 
ſpiſed here on earth, if we will enjoy an ho- 
nourable place in Heaven; ſo that Martyrdom 
is an ingemous Tyrant, that kills us to fave 
us; and an innocent crime, that overwhelms 
with confufion, to Crown us with Glory : If 
we beheve Tertullian, 1tisan obliging Cruelty, 
that tears away our lyes, to give: them us a- 
gain; that deſpifes us, to make us rich; and 
Bt: making 
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making us to be imitators of the Son of God, 
aſſures us to have part in his felicity. Thus 
made St. Paul to rejoyce, that he was thought 
worthy to ſuffer for Chriſt Jeſus;. and this made 
che Primitive Chriſtians prefer Diſgrace to Ho- 
nour, Poyerty to Riches, Torments to Plea- * 
ſures, and Death it ſelf to Life; their nunds 
were fo inchanted with the hopes of Futurity, 
that it charmed their Grief, confirmed their 
Conſtancy, and rendred chem victorious 1n 
the midſt of all their Afietions. For with what 
Patience and Conſtancy did they ſuffer in the 
times of Perſecution, when they were hurried 
from one place to another, not ſuffered to con- 
fer with freedom, or breath with ſafety ! when 
they were driven into Priſons, and and loaded 
with Chains, being deſtitute, afflicted, tormen- 
ted, and then brought out to their Execution 
upon the Rack, Wheel, or Gridiron! they were 
ſo far from murmuring, or being diſturbed in 
their Sufferings, that they rejoyced in the nudſt 
of their Tortures,and thanked their Executioners 
for tearing them in pieces ! Smce then we. haye 
had ſuch a cloud of Witneſſes who have gone - 
before us, and obtained the end of their Hopes, 
even the Salvation of their Sohls, Iet us not. be 
diſcouraged, or be diſheartned. in our. duly 
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but run with patience the race that 1s ſet be- 
fore us, reſolving boldly to follow the Captain 
of. our, as: well as their, Salyation. But we. 
cantiot become Martyrs for Chriſt, as did his 
holy Apoſtles, and thoſe i the Prinutive Times, 
fince our Religion 1s generally embraced, and 
the Croſs ſits as an Ornament on the Forcheads 
of Kings and Emperours: but although we do 
not ſuffer tor him in the. propagating thus Reli- 
g10n among Heathens and Infidels, yet we may | 
ſuffer nearer home; -we have enenues in 'our 
breaſts, for this houſe of clay is divided againſt 
ir (elf, and wageth more than Civil War 
within us; '{o that every Chriſtian- 1s pernuted 
to be lis one Executioner ; and without ſwer- 
ving from his Duty, to be his own Tyrant'and 
Perſecutor ; and | he that ſuffers by affliting 
his-Body, and \contending with infamous plea- | 
ſures,by conquering his Paſſions, and Subduirig 
his buſts, by:humbling his Pride, and' ſtifling 
in. his Breaſt the defire of Riches and Honours, 
nay very well boaſt himſelf to ben the hiſt and 
number:of theſe Huſftrous Heroes, whom God 
was! pleafed/to hongur with Marty#dom ihe 
firſt ages of Chriſtianity,- and then received them 
anto- his Eternal Manſions ':n- Heaven :- which 
| brings 'meto:my laſt:Parxticular!:: V7 ©: | 
Fo «: The 
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making us to be imitators of the Son of God, 
aſſures us to have part in his felicity. This 
made St. Pazl to rejoyce, that he was thought 
worthy to ſuffer for Chriſt Jeſus;. and this made 
the Primitive Chriſtians preter Diſgrace to Ho- 
nour, Poyerty to Riches, Torments to Plea- © 
ſures, and Death it ſelf to Life; their nunds 
were ſo inchanted with the hopes of Futarity , 
that it charmed their Gricf, confirmed their 
Conſtancy, and rendred_ them victorious 1n 
the midſt of all their Affi&tions. For with what 
Patience and Conſtancy did they ſuffer in the 
times of Perſecution, when they were hurried 
from one place to another, not ſuffered to con- 
fer with freedom, or breath with ſafety ! when 
they were driven into Priſons, and and loaded 
with Chains, being deſtitute, afflicted, tormen- 
ted, and then brought out to their Execution 
upon the Rack, Wheel, or Gridiron! they were 
ſo far from murmuring, or being diſturbed in 
their Sufferings, that they rejoyced in the nudft 

of their Tortures,and Tt A de9 Exccutioners 


for tearing them in picccs ! Smce then we. have 
had ſuch a cloud of Witneſſes who have gone 
before us, and obtained the end of their Hopes, 
even the Salvation of their Sohls, let us not. be 
diſcouraged, or be diſheartned. mn our duty ; 
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but run with patience the race that 1s ſet be- 
fore us, reſolving boldly to'follow the Captain 
of. our, as: well as their, Salyation. But we 
cantiot become Martyrs for Chriſt, as did his 
holy Apoſtles, and thoſe in the Prinutive Times, 
fince our Religion 1s generally embraced, and 
the Croſs ſits as an Ornament on the Forcheads 
of Kings and Emperours: but although we do 
not ſuffer for him in the. propagating his Rel- 
g10n among Heathens and Infidels, yet we may 
ſuffer nearer home;-we have enemies in our 
breaſts, for this houſe of clay is divided againft 
it ſelf , and wageth more than Civil War 
within us; '{o that every Chriſtian- is permited 
to be his one Executioner , "and without ſwer- 
ving from tus Duty, to be his own Tyrant'and 
Perſecutor ; and | he that ſuffers by afflieting 
his Body, and \contending with infamous plea- 
ſures,by conquering his Paſſions, and Subduirig 
his buſts,” by-humbling his Pride, and ftifling 
in. his Breaſt the defire of Riches and Honours, 
may very well boaſt himſelf to be 1n the hiſt and 
number:of-cheſe Muftrious Heroes, whom God 
was! pleafed/to hongur with Martyrdom wwthe 
firſt ages of Chriſtianity,/ and then received them 
anto his Erernal Manſions 'n-Heaven : which 
brings 'meto-my laſt:Particular.''- 0! + | 
| The 


(32) 
The Reward wc purchaſe by Suffering. : We 


ſhall alſo reign with him. ihe apy rt 

Chriſtianity 1s a life of Faith and Hope faſtned 
on future Promiſes, which God will accompliſh 
when we have done whar he appounts us in the 
interim to door ſuffer;for we cannot expect that 
he ſhould ſatishc our longing,or fulfils our deſires 
to all eternity, unleſs we fulfil his WHl; for our 
Time of Trail in this Life, we muſt; behave our 
{clves like our forerunner, to be worthy of him, 
and gain the victory here on Earth, before we 
Triumph and wear the Crown:1n Heayen.To de- 
ſcribe this place, expreſs its joys, or determune 
where it-1s,ſurpaſſeth the underſtanding of Man; 
ſince thar very, Apoſtle that ſeemed- to haye a 
glimpſe thereof hath left us only a negative De- 
{cription,which neither Eye hath ſeen,nor ear heard, 
nor entred into the heart of man 10 Conceive. Let us 
not then endeayour to ſearch out what God hath 
thought.to conceal, Qzid animum divints confiliis 
minorem fatigasfay the Poct,Why doſt thou' vex 
thy mind with the Decrees of the Almighty be- 
yond-thy reach? It is Heaven, what canſt thou 
know? that there is ſuch a place, we may aflure 
.our-{clyes, ſince. Truth it ſelf hath ſpoken it; 
and 1n it many Manſions too, where our Souls 
{hall receive the tull meaſure and: compliment 


of 


Wo (3) 

wh; - being rewarded with-the Parti” 

1Pagiorr of” riſt's Glory; \and: the-botindkfs 
#pf &9 &f 1 K es' remaih - camp ref 

tisfied;, bh ie having 2 full and perfect kn oY, 
and the tuition 0 of the Bequifck Viſht lon, 

Ofrit Paongths 
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nguiſhes him from his fellow creattites ”'an 

Makes him to be Lord over thern ; -nay,it makes 

i difference between ore tan-wmd another 

by how much the 


the more a-mah -advarices Ther 
ſo mach he is thought worthici and ener 
_ thai another: this- ke us, Toil and Laboear 

Hits acqueſt, aid willing to increaſe in ſorrow; 
ehic we may increafe'th knowlodg:: But what 
s it, wewith ſo much difficulty have acquired ? 
'#is no_more than that- wMich ſhall' be/then; a 
Mole-hill o the greateft Mointain;nsy, Drop 
to the Ocean : -For our greateſt knowledg 1sbur 
the leaſt part of what weare ignorant; and Fo- 
crates himſelf ſaid; -thathe knew nothing. ere 
indeed” we 40 bue darkly: apprehend; and-ean' 
but gueſs at Cauſes'by their | produced Effects; 
for if'w we endeavour to-difcoyer the Motions and 

xrations of the moſt inconfiderableicreature, 

ctrunder inding 1spreſently gravelled,and our 
ſtronge! reaforang at 2 ſtand;andwe are forced 
BE to 


| T7 2 
to.cry out, 'How uiſearchable are his\Judomenty: 
and' bis ways paſt - finding out? But thera, We. 
ſhall have a full and pertect knowlsds L And: G 
able'to difcern all-cthings in their moſt Intricate 
and hidden Cauſes; for our knowledg A 
advanced into a full grown Science, and we 
ſhall arrive to therpertc&t Man, at.tho meaſure 
of the ſtature, and fullneſs of Chrift; Here wey 
lke the Spouſe in the Canticles;ſeck. our Beloyed 
onely-.in-the. dark, view onely. the. Picture. of. 
his Habitation, which 4s. this Vihble., World; 
behold only his back-parts in the; Glaſs of: his 
Creatures, and taſt ſomewhat. more of him, in, 
tis comfortable Ordinances, and but. ſufficient: 
to make us Sick with Love: but. hereafter-we. 
ſhall ſee God face ' to face, know Inm.as he 3s ; 
nay, as Wc our ſclves are known; and knowing 
him; we ſhall know all chings, for he s all unall, 
Nor ſhall we only know -hum as he.1s,but.enjoy.- 
him too; our Happineſs ſhall confift inche Con-. 
-cemplation | of -kis moſt Drinc;Pertections, 
which muſt needs: create Plealures-as anfinite'as' 
themſelves, that neither - trouble: nor: forrow- 
ſhall interrupt; for all tcars ſhall be wiped from- 
our Eyes; here ſhall be a perpetual joy, without. 
the leaſt mixture of the Gall of Bitterneſs ; aud. 
conunual Praiſes iffuing from our mouthes;. ci 

IC 
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i TW) 
- te P/alnift fays, That thoſe that dwell in his 
douſe, will be ſtill praiſing him. | Hete'the 
wicked do not approach to thurrius, i nor 
workers of inquiry. to do'us any harm for th 
oppreſfor cannot take away our goods, nor the 
cruel Tyrant:deprive us of our lives; we being 
as far aboverthe envy-of the one,” 'as weare'the 
malice of the other. Here a David may enjoy 
his beloved 7onathar, and be for eyer free from 
the Fury'\and'\Rage of. a perſccuring Sar: Here 
pious Souls <njoy,whatSorrares of vid could but 
with for, the intimate: :conyerfe of thoſe'brave 
Heroes that have gone before them ; and Here 
with Angels and Spirits of Juſt men made per-- 
feet, we ſhall always be celebrating the excel-- 
lencies of the Divine Perfe&tions in the Beatifick- 
Viſhon. a : FT 
Having an. Eye then unto this fo exceeding; 
great reward, Let.us.refolye -( notwithſtanding 
the Malice of Men and Devils ) faithfully to- 
adhere to this our profeſſion, to obey 1ts Pre-- 
cepts of ſuffering ,..cycn unto Death,with .Pati- 
ence & Conſtancyzthat atthe laſt our Innocence 
may break forth as the Lightning, and our juit. 
dealings as the Noon-day ;. and. for this. Late of. 
Temporal Sufferings, we ſhall have an Eternal: 
Lite of Joy, in his preſcence,where there 1s _ 
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''Te which God of his 
us all through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord 
whom with the Father, and the 
be aſcribed, as is moſt 
P. raiſe ,. Mighe., Maje 
and for evermore. 


The Grace of our Lord Feſus Chri 


”» 


of God, and the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be 


mith us all evermore, Amen. 
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